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They have an idle tradition, that a miiTel bird, feeding 
upon a feed flie^cannot digeft, expelleth it whole ; which, 
falling upon a bough of a tree that hath fome rift , putteth 
forth the miffeltoe. Bacon. 

Either tropiclc 
’Gan thunder, and both ends of heav’n ; the clouds 
From many a horrid rift abortive pour’d 
Fierce rain, with lightning mixt. Milton. 

Some pick out bullets from the veffels fides, 

Some drive old oakum through each Team and rift. Dryd. 
To Rift. v. a. [from the noun.] To cleave ; to fplit. 

To the dread rattling thunder 
Have I giv’n fire, and rifted Jove’s flout oak 
With his own bolt. Shakefp. Tempejl. 

At fight of him the people with a fhout 
Rifted the air. Milton's Agoniftes. 

On rifted rocks, the dragon’s late abodes, 

The green reed trembles. Pope s Mcfftao. 

To Rift. v. n. 

1. To burfl; to open. 

I’d fhriek, that even your ears ? 

Should rift to hear me. Shakefp. Winter s Tale. 

Some trees are bed for fhip-timber, as oaks that grow in 
mcift grounds ; for that maketh the timber tough, and not 
apt to rift with ordnance. Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 

When ice is congealed in a cup, it will fwell inftead of 
contracting, and fometimes rift. Bacon's Nat. Hft. 

2 . [Raver , Danifh.] To belch ; to break wind. 

RIG. n.f Rig , ridge, feem to fignify the top of a hill falling 
on each fide •, from the Saxon, hjugj; and the ^Iflandick, 
hriggur , both fignifying a back. Gibfon s Camden. 

To Rig. v. a. [from rig or ridge , the back.] 

1. To drefs ; to accoutre. Cloaths are proverbially faid to be 
for the back, and victuals for the belly. 

Jack was rigged out in his gold and filver lace, with a 
feather in his cap ; and a pretty figure he made in the 
world. L'EJlrange. 

2. To fit with tackling. 

He, like a foolifh pilot, hath fhipwreck’d^ 

My veffel glorioufly rigg d. Milton's Agoniftes. 

The (inner (hall fet forth like a {hip launched into the wide 
fea, not only well built and rigged ; but all'o carried on with 
full wind. South's Sermons. 

He bids them rig the fleet. Denham. 

He rigged out another fmall fleet, and the Achaeans engaged 
him with"theirs. _ Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Rigadoo'n. n.f. \rigadon , French.] A dance. 

Riga'tion. n. f. [figatio, Lat.] The ad of watering. Dift. 
Ri'gger. n.f. [from rig.] One that rigs or dreffes. 

Ri'gging. n. f. [from rig.] The fails or tackling of a 

{hip. 

To plow the deep. 

To make fit riggings or to build a {hip. Creech. 

His batter’d rigging their whole war receives ; 

Ail bare, like fome old oak with tempefts beat, 

He {lands, and fees below his fcatter’d leaves. Dryden. 
Ri'ggish. adj. [from rig, an old word for a whore.] Wanton ; 

whorifh. \ 

Vilefl things 

Become themfelves in her, that the holy priefls 
Blefs her, when {he is riggijh. Shakcjp. Ant. and Cieop. 
To Ri'ggle. v. a. [properly to wriggle.] To move backward 
and forward, as {hrinking from pain. . 

RIGHT, adj. [pi^T, Saxon; recjht , Dutch; ntto, Italian; 

reftus, Latin.] 

j t Fit; proper; becoming; fuitable ; true ; not erroneous; 
not wrong. 

How forcible are right words ! but what doth your ar¬ 
guing reprove ? _ „ fob \\. 2 $. 

° The words of my mouth are plain to him that under- 
flandeth, and right to them that find knowledge. Proy. viii. 
The Lord God led me in the right way. Gen. xxiv. 48. 
There being no law of nature, nor pofitive law of God, 
that determines which is the right heir in all cafes, the right 
of fucceffion could not have been certainly determined. Locke. 
If there be no profpeCl beyond the grave, the inference is 

certainly right, let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die. 

} Locke. 
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Our calendar wants to be reformed, and the equinox rightly 
computed ; and being once reformed and fet right, it may be 
kept fo, by omitting the additional day at the end of every 

hundred and thirty-four years. ^ . me ' 

A time there will be, when all thefe unequal diftnbotions 
of good and evil (hall be fet right , and the wifdom of all his 
tranfadions made as clear as the noon-day. Atterbury. 

2 . Not miftaken ; pafling a true judgement; palling judgement 

according to the truth of things. 

You are right, juftice and you weigh this well; 
Therefore flill bear the balance and the fword. Shakefp. 

2 . Juft; honeft; equitable. ' 

Their heart was hot right with him, neither were theylted- 
faft In his covenant. Pfalm Ixxviii. 37. 
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4. Happy; convenient. ^ ~ 

The lady has been difappointed on the right fide, and found 
nothing more difagreeable in the hufband, than ihe difeovered 
in the lover. Addfon's Spectator. 

5. Not left. 

It is not with that certainty to be received, what is believed 
concerning the right and left hand, that men naturally make 
ufe of the right) and that the ufe of the other is a -digreffion. 

Browns Vulgar Err ours. 

The left foot naked, when they march to fight. 

But in a bull’s raw hide they {heathe the right. Dryden. 

6. Strait; not crooked. 

The idea of a right lined triangle neceffarily carries with it 
an equality of its angles to two right ones. Locke, 

y. Perpendicular. 

Right, interjeft. An expreflion of approbation. 

Right , cries his lordfhip, for a rogue in need 
To have a tafte, is infolence indeed : 

In me ’tis noble, fuits my birth and ftate. Pop. 

Right, adv. 

1. Properly ; juftly; exactly ; according to truth. 

Then {hall the right aiming thunder-bolts gt> abroad, and 
from the clouds, as from a well-drawn bow, {hall they fly to 
the mark. Wijdom v. 21, 

With ftridl difeipline inftrucled right, 

Have team’d to ufe your arms before you fight. Rofcommon. 

Take heed you fleer your veffel right , my fon, 

This calm of heaven, this mermaid’s melody, 

Into an unfeen whirlpool draws you faft. 

And in a moment finks you. Dryden's Spanijh Fryert 

To underftand political power right , ancl derive it from its 
original, we muft confider what ftate all men are naturally in, 
and that is a ftate of perfect freedom to order their actions, 
and difpofe of their pofieffions and perfons. Locke. 

2. In a direct line. 

Let thine eyes look right on, and Tet thine eyelids look 
ftraight before thee. Proverbs iv. 25. 

Ye {hall be driven out right forth, and none (hall gather 
up him that wandereth. Jer. xlix. 5. 

The people paffed over right againft Jericho. Jof iii. ib. 
Infe&s have voluntary motion, and therefore imagination; 
for ants go right forwards to their hills, and bees know the 
way from a flowery heath to their hives. Bacon. 

This way, right down to Paradife defeend. Milton . 

3. In a great degree ; very. Now obfolete. ? 

I gat me to my Lord right humbly. Pfalm xxx. b. 

Right noble princes, 

I’ll acquaint our duteous citizens. Shakefp. Rich. Ill; 

Pardon us the interruption 

Of thy devotion and right chriftian zeal, Shakefp 

I cannot joy, until 1 be refolv’d 
Where our right valiant is become. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
God {hall help her right early. Pfalm xlvi. 5. 

The lenate will fmart deep 
For your upbraidings : I ftiould be right forry 
To have the means fo to be veng’d on you, 

As I {hall ftiortly on them. ^ Ben]. Jchnfin. 

Right many a widow his keen blade, 

And many fatherlefs, had made. Hudibras , p. i. 

4. It is ftill ufed in titles: as, right honourable ; right reverend. 

I mention the right honourable Thomas Howard lord high 
marfhal. Peacham on Drawing 

Right, n.f 

1. Juftice ; not wrong. . 

Perfons of noble blood are lefs envied in their rifing; lor 

it feemeth but right done to their birth. # 

In the midft of your invedtives, do the Turks this nf> 
as to remember that they are no idolaters. $ acon ' 

One riling, eminent 

In wife deport, fpake much of right and wrong, 

Of juftice, of religion, truth, and peace, 

And judgement from above. Milton's Par. Lf: 

Long love to her has borne the faithful knight, 

And well deferv’d, had fortune done him right. Dryden 
He, that would do right to religion, cannot take a ni.ore 
effedtual courfe, than by reconciling it with the happmels 0 
mankind. ^ W*' 

2. Freedom from errour. 

Seldom your opinions err; 

Your eyes are always in the right. 

3. Juft claim. 

The Roman citizens were, by the fword, taught to a 
knowledge, the pope their lord, though they knew J10 ^. > 

what right. . . 

The proud tyrant would many times fay, that whatloei^ 

belonged unto the empire of Rome, was of right his, |> r 
much as he was pofleffed of the imperial feepter, w 11C . 
great grandfather Mahomet had by law of arms won t 
Conftantine. Knollcs's Hijlory of the 

Subdue by force, all Who refufe 
Right reafon for their law; and for their king n/'Uon. 
Meffiah, who by right of merit reigns. 1 
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My right to it appears, 

Bv Ion" poffeffion of eight hundred years. _ 

Might and right are mfeparable m the^ Zf^FMcs. 

Defcriptions, figures, and fables muft be in all heroick 
poems; every peel hath as much right to them, as evetyman 

ha judlh pronounced fentence of death againft Thamar: our 
author thinks it is very good proof, that becaufe he did it, 

therefore he had a right to do it. 

A^rippa is generally ranged in fets of medals among the 
the emperors ; as fome among the emprefles have no other 

right. Addl f° n ' 

4. That which juftly belongs to one. . . . . 

To thee doth the right of her appertain, feeing thou only 
art of her kindred. Tob. vi.n. 

The ouftom of employing thefe great perfons in all great 
offices, pafles for a right. Temple. 

The pris’ner freed himfelf by nature’s laws. 

Born free, he fought his right. Dryden's Knight's Tale. 

5. Property ; intereft. 

A lubjedl in his prince may claim a right , 

Nor fuller him with ftrength impair’d to fight. Dryden. 

6. Power ; prerogative. 

God hath a fovereign right over us, as we are his creatures, 
and by virtue of this right , he might, without injuftice, have 
impofed difficult talks : but in making laws, he hath not 
made ufe of this right. Tillotfon. 

7. Immunity; privilege. 

The citizens. 

Let them but have their rights, are ever forward 
In celebration of this day with {hews. Shakefp. 

Their only thoughts and hope was to defend their own 
rights and liberties, due to them by the law. Clarendon. 

8. The fide not left. 

On his right 

The radiant image of his glory fat. 

His only. fon. Milton. 

9. To Rights. In a diredl line ; ftraight. 

Thefe ftrata failing, the whole tradl finks down to rights 
into the abyfs, and is fwallowed up by it. Woodward. 

10 . To Rights. Deliverance from errour. 

Several have gone about to inform them, and fet them to 
rights ; but for want of that knowledge of the prefent fyftem 
of nature, have not given the fatisfadlion expected. Woodw. 

To Right, v. a. To do juftice to ; to eftablifh in pofleffions 
juftly claimed ; to relieve from wrong. 

How will this grieve you, 

"When you {hall come to clearer knowledge, that 
You thus have publifti’d me ? gentle my lord. 

You fcarce can right me throughly. Shakefp. 

If the injured perfon be not righted , every one of them is 
wholy guilty of the injuftice, and bound to reftitution. Taylor. 

I cou’d not expedient fee. 

On this fide death, to right our family. Waller. 

Make my father known, 

To right my honour, and redeem your own. Dryden. 

RFGHTEOUS. adj. [ruhtpiye, Saxon ; whence rightwife in 
old authours, and rightwfely in bifliop Fijher: fo much are 
words corrupted by pronunciation.] 

1. Juft; honeft; virtuous; uncorrupt. 

7 ’hat far he from thee, to flay the righteous with the 

v wicked ; and that the righteous Ihould be as the wicked. Gen. 

2 . Equitable. 

Kill my rival too ; for he no lefs 
Deferves ; and I thy righteous doom will blefs. Dryden. 

Righteously, adv. [from righteous.] Honeftly; virtuoufly. 

Athens did rightcoujly decide, 

When Phocion and when Socrates were try’d ; 

As righteoufly they did thofe dooms repent, 

Still they were wife, whatever way they went. Dryden. 

Ri gh i eousn ess. n. f. [from righteous.] Juftice ; honefty ; 
virtue; goodnefs. 

i. he feripture, aferibing to the perfons of men righteoufnefs, 
in 1 egaid Oi then manifold virtues, may not be conftrued, as 
though it did thereby clear them from all faults. Hooker. 

Pleie wretched Phlegias warns the world with cries, ~i 
Cou’d warning make the world more juft or wife ; ’ L 

Learn righteoufnefs, and dread th’ avenging deities. Dn. t 

RFGHTFUL. adj. [ right and full.] 

1. Having the right; having the juft claim. 

As in this haughty great attempt. 

They laboured to fupplant the rightful heir ; 

I loft my liberty, and they their lives. Shakefp. Hen. VI. 

Some will mourn in afhes, fome coal black 

Tor the depofing of a rightful king. Shakefp. Rich. II. 

2 . Ploneft; juft. 

Nor would, for gold or fee, 

Be won, their rightful caufes down to tread, fairy Queen 

Gather all the fmiling hours ; 

Such as with friendly care have guarded 

Patriots and kings in rightful wars. Prior , 
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Rightfully* adv. [from rightful.] According to right; 
according to juftice. 

Henry, who claimed by fucceffion, was fenfible that his 
title was not found, but was rightfully in Mortimer, who had 
married the heir of York. Dryden*s Preface to. Fable si 

Right-hand. n. f. Not tne left. __ 

The rank of ofiers, by the murmuring ftream. 

Left on "your right-bandh rings you to the place. Shakefp * 

RFghtfulness. n.f [from rightful.] Moral reclitude. 

But ftill although we fail of per feci nghtfulnefs , 

Seek we to tame thefe fuperfluities. 

Nor wholly wink though void of pureft fightfulnefs. Sid. 

RFghtly. adv. [from right.] 

1. According to truth ; properly ; fuitably; not erroneoufly. 
Each of his reign allotted, -rightHer call’d 
Pow’rs of fire, air, water, and earth beneath. Milton* 
Defeend from heav’n, Urania ! by that name 
If rightly thou art call’d. Milton's Paradife Loft, b. vii. 

For glory done 

Of triumph, to be ftyl’d great conquerors, 

Patrons of mankind, gods, and fons of gods ; 

Deftroyers rightlier call’d, and plagues of men. Milton. 
A man can never have fo certain a knowledge, that a pro- 
pofition, which contradicts the clear principles of his own 
knowledge, was divinely revealed, or that he underftands the 
words rightly , wherein it is delivered ; as he has, that the 
contrary is true. Locke. 

Is this a bridal or a friendly feaft ? 

Or from their deeds I rightlier may divine, 

Unfeemly flown with infolence or wine. Pope’s Odyffey. 

2* Honeftly ; uprightly. 

Let not my jcaloufies be your dilhonour; 

You may be rightly juft, whatever I fhall think. Shakefp * 

3. Exadlly. 

Should I grant, thou didft not rightly fez ; 

Then thou wert firft deceiv’d. Dryden. 

4. Straitly ; diredtly. 

We with one end ; but differ in order and way, that leadeth 
rightly to that end. Ajchain s Sehoolmajler . 

R/ghtness. n.f. [from right.] 

1. Conformity to truth ; exemption from being wrong ; redli- 
tude. 

It is not neo.-ffary for a man to be affured of the rightnefs 
of his cpnfcience, by fuch an infallible certainty of perfuafion, 
as amounts to the clearnefs of a demonftration ; but it is fuf- 
ficient if he knows it upon grounds of fuch a probability, as 
{hall exclude all rational grounds of doubting. South . 

Like brute beafts we travel with the herd, and are never 
fo folicitous for the rightnef s of the way, as for the number or 
figure of our company. Rogers's Sermons. 

2 . Straitnefs. 

Sounds move ftrongeft in a right line, which neverthelefs 
is not caufed by the rightnefs of the line, but by the fhortnefs 
of the diftance. Bacon's Natural Hijlory * 

RFGID. adj. [ rigide , Fr. rigid us, Latin.] 

1. Stiff; not to be bent; unpliant. 

A body, that is hollow, may be demonftrated to be more 
rigid and inflexible, than a folid one of the fame fubftance 
and weight. Ray on the Creation. 

2. Severe ; inflexible. 

His fevere judgment giving law. 

His rhodeft fancy kept in awe ; 

As rigid hufbands jealous are, 

^ When they believe their wives too fair. Denhanu 

3. Sharp ; cruel. It is ufed fomewhat harfli by Philips. 

Queen of this univerfe ! do not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of death ; ye fhall not die. Milton. 

Crefiy plains 

And Agincourt, deep ting’d with blood, confefs 

What the Silures vigour unwithftood 

Could do in rigid fight. Philips'. 

Rigidity, n.f. [rigidite, Fr. from rigid.] 

1. Stiffnefs. . J 

Rigidity is faid of the folids of the body, when, being ffiff 
or impliable, they capnot readily perform their refpedtive of¬ 
fices ; but a fibre is faid to be rigid, when its parts fo ftrongly 
cohere together, as not to yield to that a&ion of the fluids, 
which ought to overcome their refiflance in order to the pre- 
fervation of health : it is to be remedied by fomentations. 

Rigidity ol the organs is fuch a ffate as makes them refift 
that expanfion, which is neceffary to carry on the vital func¬ 
tions: rigidity of the veffels and organs muft neceffarily fol¬ 
low from the rigidity of the fibres. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2 . Stifinefs of appearance ; want of eafy or airy elegance. 

This fevere obfervation of nature, by the one in hercom- 
moneft, and by the other in her abfoiuteft forms, muft needs 
produce in both a kind of rigidity , and confequently more 
naturalnefs than gracefulnefs. Wotton's Architediure. 

Rigidly, adv. [from rigid.] 

1. Stifly; unpliantly. 

2. Severely ; inflexibly. 

Ri'cidness. n.f. [from rigid.J Severity; inflexibility. 

Ri'glj;t. 





















































































































































































































































































































